
Team 7: CitSci.org Form 

App Summary 
 
App Idea  

CitSci.org is a website that hosts user-created Citizen Science projects to allow for more 
accessible data collection and entry from other users across the world. Scientists, researchers, 
and anyone else interested in citizen science initiatives can start a project and allow volunteers 
to assist in data collection. Volunteers are able to collect data themselves and enter it into the 
website. These projects allow data to be collected quickly from all over the country and give 
people who are interested in the subject the opportunity to assist in data collection. 

Our project will focus on evaluating the CitSci.org project datasheet creation form. This form is 
used by project managers once they have created their project and allows them to choose what 
type of data they are looking for and enter information about project data requirements.  

Users  

Managers: The project creator who makes the rules and instructions for data collection 
and maintains the project on the website. 

Volunteers (secondary): The people who sign up for created projects and collect data by 
entering it into a datasheet created by the project creator. 

Major Workflow  

After the project manager creates a project on the website, they must create a datasheet to 
allow for data submissions. During creation, the manager selects from several options including 
the datasheet name, instructions for volunteer data collection, whether to accept data from 
locations predefined by the manager or from locations input by the user, types of data allowed, 
and units of measurement for each data point.  

Data  

● Instructions 
● Observation type 
● Location type 
● Data type 
● Units of measurements 

Reported Problem 

Since volunteers are unable to add their own data to projects until the datasheet has been 
created by the manager, datasheet creation is crucial to the success of CitSci.org projects. 
However, managers have reported the datasheet creation form as confusing and inhibitive, 
sometimes even failing to realize it must be created at all. Our team will conduct a usability 
evaluation on the datasheet creation form and workflow to provide actionable feedback to the 
client scientist’s development team.  


